
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“I am praying to You because I know You will answer, O God. 
Bend down and listen as I pray” (Psalm 17:6, New Living 
Translation).
 
April 3, 1860, marked the beginning of a dramatic 
communication development - the Pony Express. Up until that 
point, mail sent to California took multiple weeks to get to its 

destination. The Pony Express could make the delivery in 10 days! To 
make it happen, about 80 men rode some 2,000 miles between St. Joseph, 
Missouri, and Sacramento, California. The Pony Express only lasted about 
19 months before the telegraph came along, but it has become a legend - 
forever in the history and the myth of the Old West.
 
Can you imagine waiting weeks to receive a message? Today we’re used to 
instant forms of communication, such as e-mail and texts. And we expect 
to receive our “snail mail” and packages in a couple of days - not longer. 
We want communication now! Aren’t you glad that we serve a God who 
has assured us that communication with Him is an instant experience? 
We pray, and He hears and answers. We don’t have to wait in line for an 
appointment, and we don’t have to wonder whether or not we’re getting 
through. God is waiting to hear us talk to Him.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... the Southern 
Illinois Div. ACS Disaster Response Agency. 

Thank you for your ministry! Things like the Donations Operations Class, 
that is going to be held April 22 at 9am at 3ABN Worship Center. Thank 
you for being the hands and feet of Jesus.
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CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the opportunity to preach at the Beacon of Light Church in Rockford, as 
well as enjoy a delicious fellowship meal with the members and visitors. After the meal together, 
I gathered with many of the members for a time of discussion and questions.   I want to applaud 
the Beacon of Light members for their desire to accomplish the mission God has given us in the 
Rockford area. They are in preparation for an outreach bible study movement, planning to go door 
to door offering to share the Good News of Jesus with anyone who might listen. I look forward 
to seeing how God will bless. Thank you, Pastor Ralph, elders Keen and Herbert, all the others 
serving God faithfully at the Beacon! 

In the afternoon, I was with Epic Suburbs, our church plant out of the Epic church. 
During the month of April, Epic Suburbs has put into play an outreach strategy I 
believe will bear much fruit. The Art Space at York Town Center served over 300 
people from 2 PM-7 PM on the first day. Families from the Lombard-Addison-
Oakbrook-Downers Grove area attended the event. Their strategy was to initiate 
relationships with new families and people interested in the church, reaching people 
with art-making activities for their children and connecting with them. 

EVANGELISM

The Sheridan, Princeton, and Ottawa, Seventh-day Adventist churches have launched a website in conjunction with 
their upcoming evangelism plans. Their plans include having a presence at the Bureau County Fair and the Sandwich 
Fair, and Pastor Frendell Reyes’ depression recovery seminars and much more. I want to thank Pastor Frendell, Steve 
Bell, and the many others who are making this happen for the glory of God’s Kingdom. Check out the website at: www.
Rev146.org

NEWS

 The Illinois Conference Executive Committee met this past Sunday morning and here are a couple of the actions 
that were taken:

One: Voted to approve Giovanny Sanchez as a part time locally funded (Epic church) youth Bible worker.
Two:  Voted to ask Pastor Brad Geinger to serve as the ACF (Adventist Christian Fellowship) coordinator for the  
 Illinois Conference. This is in addition to his current church district. The ACF coordinator supports Adventist  
 student chapters at state universities in Illinois.
Three:  It was voted to approve Kent Nichols as the part time pastor of the Berean Company in Normal/Bloomington.
Four:  It was voted to approve Lighthouse Hispanic company’s request for church status.



	 After five years as the volunteer Pastor of the Beacon of Light church, Pastor Ralph Shelton will conclude his 
ministry there at the end of April. I want to thank Pastor Shelton for his commitment and dedication. It has not been easy 
to drive 2 ½ hours each way to serve this church. Thank you, Pastor!

REPORT

Three of our young adults from the Illinois Conference; Kelly, Anjin, Eljasz, came to the Executive Committee meeting 
this past Sunday and shared some of the things that are in development for Young Adult Ministries in this Conference, 
and reported on how much of a blessing attending the Youth Congress in Shipshewana, IN. was. Check out their video 
on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/Illinois-Conference-of-Seventh-day-Adventists-137484052959041/ 

DID YOU KNOW.... 

. . . that the last letter known to have been written by Ellen White, she wrote these words:

 Sanitarium, California
 June 14, 1914

 Dear Friend,
  “The Lord has given me a message for you, and not for you only, but also for other faithful      souls who are  
 troubled by doubts and fears regarding their acceptance by the Lord Jesus Christ…
 “It is your privilege to trust in the love of Jesus for salvation, in the fullest, surest, noblest manner; to say, He  
 loves me, He receives me; I will trust Him, for He gave His life for me.”

The entire letter can be read in Testimonies to Ministers pp. 516-520.

RESOURCES

	Have you explored artv.com? There are multiple video resources there that I believe you will find helpful. Some 
options include “13 Weeks to Peace” which is a 13-part video series on how to conquer stress and anxiety. Another 
option is “Beyond Pain,” a video from the Beyond the Search series, which explores physical, mental, and spiritual pain 
and the spiritual truths on how to deal with this.

	Are you looking for new Bible Study resources? It Is Written has developed bible study resources in different 
languages for all ages. Learn more at www.itiswritten.com/biblestudies

“The greatest help that can be given our people is to teach them to work for God, 
and to depend on Him, not on the ministers.”       

Ellen White, Testimonies Vol. 7, page 653

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


