
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Then He said to them, ‘Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest 
you enter into temptation.’” Luke 22:46 (NKJV)

I must confess that it is much easier to sleep than to stay awake 
and pray. Maybe you can identify with this. Haven’t we all put 
our head on the pillow with intentions to pray and have quickly 

fallen asleep? Prayer was Jesus’ solace and strength as He faced suffering. 
Being in great agony, He prayed all the more earnestly. His heart cried out 
to His Father in Heaven. He knew the source of His strength and the power 
of prayer. You might remember that He had asked His followers to pray 
with Him in the Garden of Gethsemane, yet they fell asleep. When Jesus 
found them sleeping, He called to them: “Rise up and pray, lest you enter 
into temptation.” It was not a reprimand from their loving Lord, but rather 
a warning. Rise up and pray so that you can rise up with strength in the 
circumstances surrounding you today.

In ordinary days, or in difficult and challenging times, prayer is our 
strength. If we neglect prayer, then the strength we need to rise above the 
circumstances of the moment will fade when it is most needed. May God 
give each one of us the desire AND strength to pray each day!

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT KRISTEN MAZMANIAN

Kristen is the Kindergarten teacher at our Downers Grove school. 
Every month, she creates a video about the great things happening at 
the school and with the students. Here is the March video:
https://1drv.ms/v/s!ApwaCUevwBXzgal7Tc5U603u3xklrw 
Thanks, Kristen!
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NEWS

 The North Shore church has a wonderful group of members 
from Africa, and last month, they were invited to visit Elk Grove 
church. On February 17, 2018, about 40 of them provided complete 
Sabbath morning program (Sabbath school and worship service). It 
was a memorable experience for them and for members of Elk Grove 
church…and it paints a picture of the wonderful diversity of our Con-
ference. 

 Free dental clinic and health expo sponsored by Oakhill SDA church. Saturdays for 2am-6p and Sunday’s 
8am-5pm. Free cleanings, fillings, and extractions. First come, first serve. 

 Southern Illinois Youth Rally will be taking place next weekend! The youth from the Southern Illinois 
Area to worship, fellowship, and do some outreach together. Lunch will be provided.

When? March 31  Time?  9:30 am-7 pm
Where?  2845 Benton Rd, Mt Vernon, IL 62864
Theme?  Ready to Stand

 On Sabbath, March 10th, Joyce Redlich joined Christ in baptism. 
The attached picture shows her holding the mic. Those to her left 
were the members of the Galesburg church who each contributed 
to her decision - her son Steve Redlich, Ellen Miller and Gerrie 
Wright. Each of them built a relationship with her and showed Christ 
regularly to her.  This event shows the power that is in the hands of 
our members to form bonds with others (friends and family) and lead 
them to Christ.



DID YOU KNOW.... 

. . .If you are an HAA constituent delegate, pastor, board member, or faculty and staff, just a reminder to save 
the date! Thursday night, April 19 at 7:00pm, will be the annual Spring Constituency Meeting at Hinsdale 
Adventist Academy.  

RESOURCES

 Adventist West Point. Recharge your spiritual batteries at Adventist WestPoint from April 1-4, 2018 
in Long Beach, CA. Three days of uplifting worship, challenging messages from Scripture, prayer, and 
networking will strengthen your calling to connect your community with Christ and grow your congregation. 
http://adventistwestpoint.org

 There is a new App available from Adventist Giving. This new app from the Seventh-day Adventist church 
allows you to return tithe and give offerings any time and from anywhere using your smart phone or tablet. It 
is available from iTunes for Apple devices, and it is also available for Android devices.

“All who are under the training of God need the quiet hour for communion with their 
own hearts, with nature, and with God. In them is to be revealed a life that is not 
in harmony with the world, its customs, or its practices; and they need to have a 

personal experience in obtaining a knowledge of the will of God. We must individually 
hear Him speaking to the heart. When every other voice is hushed, and in quietness we 
wait before Him, the silence of the soul makes more distinct the voice of God. He bids 
us, ‘Be still, and know that I am God.’ This is the effectual preparation for all labor 

for God. Amidst the hurrying throng, and the strain of life’s intense activities, he who 
is thus refreshed, will be surrounded with an atmosphere of light and peace. He will 
receive a new endowment of both physical and mental strength. His life will breathe 

out a fragrance, and will reveal a divine power that will reach men’s hearts.”      

Ellen White, Ministry of Healing, page 58

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the 
president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 

the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


