
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Do not stop crying out to the Lord our God for us, that he 
may rescue us.” 1 Samuel 7:8

One day, when I was deeply concerned about a close friend 
of mine, I found encouragement in part of the Old Testament 
story of Samuel, a wise leader/prophet of the Israelites. 
As I read how Samuel interceded for God’s people as they 

faced trouble, it strengthened my commitment to pray for the one I was 
concerned about. You might remember the Israelites faced a threat from the 
Philistines, who had previously defeated them when God’s people didn’t 
trust in Him. After repenting of their sins, they heard that the Philistines 
were about to attack again. This time, however, they ask Samuel to pray 
for them and the Lord answered by throwing their enemy into confusion. 
Though the Philistines may have been more powerful than the Israelites, 
the Lord was the strongest of them all. 

When we ache over the challenges facing those we love, and fear the 
situation won’t change, we may be tempted to believe that the Lord will 
not act. But we should NEVER underestimate the power of prayer, for our 
loving God hears our pleas. We don’t know how He will move in response 
to our petitions, but we know that as our Father He longs for us to embrace 
His love and to trust in His faithfulness.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . THE OAKHILL 
CHURCH

They are planning a Health Expo for April 21, 22, and have put 
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notices on billboards and at five metro-link stations, and on fifty busses. I am praying God will bless your 
efforts! 

NEWS

 This past Sabbath, March 17th, five Illinois Conference Pathfinder teams went to Andrews University 
to participate in the Union Level Pathfinder Bible Experience. There were 25 teams total. The books of study 
were Daniel and Esther. The teams had been studying for many months, even memorizing several chapters. 
These were the teams that participated: 
1. Downers Grove Detectives - Team Omega
2. Fairmont City Cahokians
3. Hinsdale Fil-Am Challengers - Hanging Gardens
4. Hinsdale Fil-Am Challengers – Lion’s Den
5. North Aurora Ambassadors 
All of them did an amazing job. Of the five teams, one has qualified to the Division Level testing in Florida 
which takes place April 20-21, 2018. Congratulations to the Downers Grove Detectives for the first-place 
finish. I also want to acknowledge and congratulate the other teams. Way to go! 

 Auditions for actors for the Oshkosh Camporee are now open! The Camporee and CYE (Center for 
Youth Evangelism) are looking for young adults, not only for their acting ability, but for their faith walk and 
relationship with Jesus, which will be expressed on and off stage.

Roles Available:
The Main Core Actors: David, Saul, and Narrator (black female) need to be exceptional actors (and 
hopefully singers) and able to memorize lengthy dialogue and music.  
Other Core Actors: Most parts are male. Though the Story of David is a musical, it is helpful, but not a 
necessity that you can sing.
Female Actors: Other than the Narrator, most female parts are non-speaking family and crowd.
Giant: looking for a good actor 6’7 or taller

If you are interested, go to: https://chosenaudition.castingcrane.com



DID YOU KNOW.... 

. . .women who go to any kind of religious service more than once a week have a 33 percent lower chance 
than their secular peers of dying young? This was discovered during a recent 16-year study. This 2017 study, 
published in PLOS One, found that regular service attendance was linked to reductions in the body’s stress 
responses and even in reduced mortality–so much so that worshipers were 55 percent less likely to die young. 

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath I had the double pleasure of 
being in two of our churches. In the morning, I 
was at Hinsdale Fil-Am church, where the Prayer 
Conference, 2Pray JCI, was held. Vandeon Griffin, 
Associate Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries for the North American Division, had 
the morning message. Also present; Steve Case-
President of Involve Youth, Paulet Howard-NAD 
2Pray Initiative Coordinator, and Ron Schultz - 
Illinois Conference Prayer Ministries Coordinator. 
The church was full and the iClaim prayer experience was a tremendous blessing! Thank you to all who 
planned and participated in this event. Prayer is the foundation of a walk with Jesus. 

I also enjoyed a fantastic potluck lunch. Thank you to the members of Hinsdale Fil-Am church for the great 
hospitality and food. I especially loved the Pansit and mango cake!

Sabbath evening, I had the joy of being at the Yugoslavian SDA church 
to help acknowledge and appreciate the 15 years of ministry by their 
radio station program, Paths of Hope. The Paths of Hope was founded 
15 years ago with the goal of promoting life values such as: Christian 
Spirituality and morals, nurturing the family, promoting healthy 
lifestyles, etc. Special guests at this event included: Professor Radisa 
Antic from Newbold College, Mr. Dejan Radulovic, Consul General 
of the Consulate General of the Republic of Serbia in Chicago, and a 
special video message from Elder Dragan Daniel Stojanovic, Executive 
Secretary of the SDA church in Canada. 

I also enjoyed the wonderful evening meal and desserts provided for all guests 
after the Radio Program celebration. I especially loved the cabbage sarma. =)

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.



RESOURCES

 Looking for resources to support the leaders in your church? Check out adventsource.org for resources 
for Adventurer Clubs, Sabbath School Adventist Community Services Children’s Ministries, etc. 

 There is a new App available from Adventist Giving. This new app from the Seventh-day Adventist 
church allows you to return tithe and give offerings any time and from anywhere using your smart phone or 
tablet. It is available from iTunes for Apple devices, and it is also available for Android devices.

“An intensity, such as never before was seen, is taking possession of the world. In 
amusement, in moneymaking, in the contest for power, in the very struggle for 
existence, there is a terrible force that engrosses the body and mind and soul. In 
the midst of this maddening rush, God is speaking. He bids us to come apart and 

commune with Him. ‘Be still and know that I am God.’ ”      

Ellen White, Education, page 260

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the 
president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 

the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


