
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

DEVOTIONAL
“Whoever pursues righteousness and unfailing love will 
find life, righteousness, and honor” (Proverbs 21:21, 
New Living Translation).
 
Ever find money on the ground? When I was 12 years 
old, I found $6 on the ground in a parking lot at the 
Grand Canyon. Boy, was I excited! Ever since then, I 
find myself looking down for another “find”. What are 

you looking for in life? Money? Fame? Popularity? Professional 
advancement? Happiness, whatever the cost? 

We all go through life looking for something that will bring meaning 
to life. But how lasting are our pursuits? The Bible makes it clear 
that when we seek things such as “righteousness and unfailing love,” 
we won’t be disappointed. We’ll find long-lasting qualities - “life, 
righteousness, and honor” - things that can’t be bought or merely 
found by accident. They’re qualities that can only be found in God 
Himself.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . .PATRICE JENKINS

Patrice is the 4th grade teacher at Hinsdale Adventist Academy. She 
recently published an article in the “Kids View” publication, which 
stated the goals her students made for 2018. It is exciting to see 
students making big goals and then the teacher using her classroom 
to help the students achieve those goals. Way to go, Patrice!
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SOMETHING TO PONDER
Percentage of Americans who say religion can answer today’s problems:
1957 – 82%
1975 – 62%
1991 – 61%
2017 – 55%

We have our work cut out to accomplish the mission God has given us to “Go and make disciples…” I am 
convinced there is no better way than to introduce them to Jesus. Let’s present Jesus irresistibly!

CHURCH VISIT

I will be at the Peoria church this Sabbath to introduce their new Pastor, Matthew Lucio, and his wife, Laura, 
and their family…and then at the North Shore church for the Memorial Service of Don Grys, the father of 
John Grys, our Conference Executive Secretary.

CORRECTION

The memorial service will be at 4pm on Saturday, March 3rd, at the North Shore Church.

NEWS

 The Conference Executive Committee voted to approve the request from the Hope Advent Center to the 
Hope Russian Seventh-day Adventist Church.

 The Executive Committee voted to approve Andrews Kang as a part time, locally funded, youth pastor for 
Chicago Unity Church.

 The Pathfinder Camporee at Oshkosh is closer than you think. August 12-17, 2019. Save the date. You 
can get more information or stay abreast of what is happening at cye.org.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Illinois Conference Committee met on Wednesday, February 14th, to discuss the business of the 
Conference. As you may know, the Conference Executive Committee is the delegated authority to act on 
behalf of the constituency/members of the Illinois Conference between Conference Constituency sessions. A 
new Committee is selected every four years at Constituency meetings. Here is a couple of things you may not 
know:



1. A majority of the members of the committee shall be other than employees of the Conference.
2. The President, Executive Secretary, and Treasurer of the Conference are ex officio members of the  
 committee and therefore automatically included.
3. The committee has representation approximately proportional to the number of members in the various  
 geographical areas of the Conference.

Below is the percentage of members for each of the six areas of the Illinois Conference:
Area 1 (southern Illinois) – 6%
Area 2 (central Illinois) – 8%
Area 3 (northwest Illinois) – 7%
Area 4 (north Chicagoland) – 26%
Area 5 (south Chicagoland) - 39%
Area 6 (Hispanic churches) – 13%

RESOURCES

 Scripture Song Bible Studies. Learn songs that will help you learn over 240 verses. This will prepare you 
to give bible studies on at 12 different topics from memory. 
Check it out at: www.margowestmorelandblehm.com

 Are you mad about marriage? Check out the resources provided by the Faith For Today team at 
madaboutmarraige.com. This resource will help couples “Flip the Switch” from being just plain mad to being 
madly in love.

“It is part of God’s plan to grant us in answer to the prayer of faith, that which He 
would not bestow if we did not thus ask.”      

Ellen White, The Great Controversy, p. 525

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk 
directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the president’s 

web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


