
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

DEVOTIONAL
“So now that you know God (or should I say, now that 
God knows you), why do you want to go back again 
and become slaves once more to the weak and useless 
spiritual principles of this world?” (Galatians 4:9, New 
Living Translation).
 
The Underground Railroad was a dangerous but 
effective way to help slaves escape their life in the 

South, between the late 1700s and early 1860s. Through a secret 
network of safe houses (“stations”) run by “stationmasters,” 
the “conductors” helped to guide the slaves along their journey. 
The destinations were in northern states where slavery had been 
abolished, as well as places in the far West, Canada, Mexico, and 
the Caribbean. By some estimates, 100,000 slaves were freed by 
means of the Underground Railroad. If caught, the punishment 
was swift and harsh. But because freedom was so precious, the 
risks were worth it. There was no turning back.
 
As people enslaved by sin, we also have been offered an escape 
route. The destination is God’s eternal kingdom, but the reward 
also includes a life of freedom in Jesus for the here and now. This 
plan is not dangerous for us, but it was certainly costly for Jesus. 
Our freedom was - and is - so precious to our Savior that the risks 
and price were worth His coming to this world to achieve it. And 
for us, that freedom is such a precious gift, why would we “want 
to go back again and become slaves once more”? Rejoice in His 
freedom today!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . 

. . .the Lombard Adventist Church. They have sponsored children from Fort Peck Indian Reservation in 
Montana. They have helped children that have been taken from their homes and placed in foster care. They 
also have given $2000 to help with gifts for these children. Thank you, Lombard, for being the hands and feet 
of Jesus.

NEWS

 Pastor Glenn Hill has accepted our invitation to return to the Illinois Conference to pastor the Springfield/
Decatur district. Pastor Hill will transition at the end of May or early June. We welcome back Pastor Hill and 
family!

 The Elmhurst Seventh-day Adventist Church is hosting their 7th Annual Vegetarian Food Fest on 
Saturday Night - March 3, 2018, from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm. This outreach event is a great way to connect with 
the community. You can learn more about it at: http://elmhurstsda.org/new-events

STEWARDSHIP FOCUS

This past Saturday night, Lori and I were at the Howard Performing Arts Center on the campus of Andrews 
University for the world premiere of The Mysterious Note. 
The Mysterious Note is a feature film produced by the North-American Division and One Mustard Seed. The 
official trailer was just released and you can watch it at www.mysteriousnote.com. This stewardship resource 
also comes with learning guides.

Also, I found this statistic and thought you might find it interesting: 

TOP REASONS PEOPLE SAT THEY RETURN TITHE:
• It’s a solid Bible principle 69%
• I want to be honest with God 59%
• God means so much to me 44%
• I value our church organization 35%
• The blessing of God when I give 28%
• It’s a good habit I’ve formed 21%
• My heart goes out to those in need 10%
• Good way to compensate ministers 6%

When I think of stewardship, my mind thinks back to when King Jesus came to earth, and the Kingdom of 
God arrived. And as the King’s voluntary subjects, Christians are to acknowledge Jesus as the rightful owner 
of the resources we manage. That means we’re to manage His property according to God’s values and to 
accomplish His will according to His Word – stewardship.



CHURCH VISIT

This Sabbath, I was with our Youth Director, Michael Campos, and our ministerial director, Pete Braman, 
in Shipshewana, Indiana, for the Lake Union Youth Congress. It was good to see so many of our Illinois 
Conference youth and young adults there. The purpose of this event was to empower our young adults to do 
ministry within our churches. I am committed to doing all we can to empower and deploy our young adults to 
reach their peers with the Good News of Jesus.

RESOURCES

 What the Bible Says About . . . by E. Lonnie Melashenko. This resource contains two powerful aids to 
Bible study in one compact package. First, there are 31 actual Bible studies on important topics such as The 
Origin of Sin, Life After Death, Steps to Christ, Angels, the Bible Sabbath, and more. Then there’s also an 
easy-to-use Bible marking plan that will help you transform your own Bible into a virtual encyclopedia of 
biblical information that you can share with others. By using this simple color-coded plan, you can follow key 
subjects throughout your Bible, learning and teaching what God’s Word has to say about each important topic. 
https://www.adventistbookcenter.com/what-the-bible-says-about.html

 New Book by Barry C. Black, Make Your Voice Heard in Heaven: How to Pray With Power. U.S. Senate 
chaplain Barry Black challenges us to call on our heavenly Father, the ruler of all creation. 
www.yourvoiceheardinheaven.com

“Like the stars in the vast circuit of their appointed path, God’s purposes know no 
haste and no delay.”        

Ellen White, The Desire of Ages, p. 32

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk 
directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the president’s 

web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


