
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

DEVOTIONAL
Happy Valentine’s Day! I believe most, if not all of us, 
have special people in our lives. The question for today 
is, “Do they feel special?” Sadly, too often the answer 
is, “No!” So, in the spirit of Valentine’s Day, here are 
five things you can do to make the one you love feel 
special on Valentine’s Day, or any day. 

1. Write a hand-written note…I know, it sounds old 
fashioned in a text-me world. But, you would be surprised at how 
many people keep special notes (can’t do that with texts). Oh, and 
I suggest you write specific things you love and appreciate about 
him/her.
2. Perform an act of kindness. Do something you know will 
say, “I’m doing this because I love you.” Maybe it’s something 
they don’t like doing or a special help around the house. 
3. How about a special dinner? This could be taking your 
spouse out to a nice restaurant but could also be a candlelight 
dinner at home. 
4. The gift of time. In the high-paced world we live in, time 
has become a precious gift. Slow down. Linger over the meal and 
dessert. Sit and relax, talk, reflect on special moments in your 
relationship. 
5. The gift of words. Think about what you would like to say 
if you knew it was the last time you were going to see them. If 
words come hard, great, think how special they will be, and write 
them out! 
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Don’t feel like you have to do everything on this list. Pick a couple ideas and make the one you love feel 
special, because they are! The Apostle Paul gives us a standard to follow: “Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32

DID YOU KNOW?

The most popular theory about Valentine’s Day’s origin is that Emperor Claudius II didn’t want Roman men 
to marry during wartime. But, Bishop Valentine went against his wishes and performed secret weddings. For 
this, Valentine was jailed and executed. While in jail he wrote a note to the jailor’s daughter, and he signed it 
“from your Valentine”.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . MEECHAI TESSALEE

Dr. Meechai Tessalee volunteers to serve as the board chairman for Hinsdale Adventist Academy. This 
requires many hours and much effort. Thank you, Meechai, for all you do to serve HAA and the Hinsdale Fil-
Am Church..

NEWS

 I want to report that our conference tithe increased 2.74 percent in 2017 over 2016. Thank you for your 
faithfulness. May God bless the Illinois Conference as we continue to strive to accomplish the mission He has 
given to GO and Make Disciples.

 I just wanted to let you know that John Grys’ (Illinois Conference Executive Secretary) dad passed 
away February 4th. Services for his father, Don Grys, will be held at the North Shore Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, 5220 N California Ave, Chicago on Sunday, March 4th at 4:00 pm. Please join me in lifting he and 
his family up in prayer.

EVANGELISM

Here is a report from Jamie Daum about the 
Conference mission trip to Kenya:
Kenya, the sun, equator, and the Maasai tribe, are 
the makings of a classic mission story. Twenty-one 
people from Illinois and Massachusetts merged 
to create the Illinois Conference Kenya Mission 
Team 2018. Meeting in Frankfurt, Germany, the 
team flew together to Nairobi. After long flights 
the group journeyed overland in land rovers for 
about 7 hours to the southwest portion of Kenya, 



the Maasai Mara. The Oloosinon Primary School has over 700 students in Grades K-8. Approximately 172 of 
them are in Kindergarten. Our group was able to build an additional Kindergarten classroom from the cement 
slab up to and including the bond beam using kiln-dried bricks and mortar. While our building crew was at 
work other team members were providing an educational VBS for students in their classes. Each program 
included singing, the telling of a Bible story, sharing a nature “nugget” about the American moose, a craft, 
and an outdoor activity. Worshipping together with the local church was a special joy as each church attendant 
welcomed us with a firm handshake and “Happy Sabbath!” Our response was to be “Happy Day!” God’s 
people are around the world! What a joy to learn and share together!

CHURCH VISIT

This Sabbath I not only had the privilege of preaching at Lombard 
Fellowship Company, but to, with fellow Conference officers, 
organize it into a Church. Congratulations, Lombard Fellowship 
CHURCH! 

RESOURCES

Be Bold, by Seth Pierce. This new resource will help you prepare preteens to be bold new members of the 
church with these Bible studies. Knowing what steps to take after baptism can be tricky, but Be Bold equips 
preteens with six essential skills they need for success. Check it out at: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/
store-productDetails.aspx?ID=39279

“In every church there should be stated seasons for united prayer for the advancement 
of this work. Let all be united, having specific object for their faith…”          

Historical Sketches of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh Day Adventists, p. 294

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk 
directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the president’s 

web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


