
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, O 
house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? says 
the Lord.  Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, 
so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.” – Jeremiah 
18:5, 6

God is the Potter, and He has the clay, us, upon His 
wheel—but something happens. They clay is marred. 

It’s ruined. Did God make a mistake? The problem is not the 
Potter. The problem is in the clay. What could be the problem in 
the clay? First, there might be some rock, some hidden impurity 
keeping the vessel from becoming what it ought to be. There may 
be some hidden impurity in your life, marring what God wants to 
do. Or, it may just be that the clay is not broken enough. The clay 
is too stiff. The clay does not yield to the hand of the Potter. What 
is clay to do in the hand of the potter? We are to yield.

Are you yielded? Can God form and shape you and make out of 
you what He wants? We must be willing to say, “Lord You are the 
Potter, I’m the clay; mold me, make me after your will.” Have 
you said, “Lord, here I am, make of me what you wish, do with 
me what you will?”  I believe God can do great things if we allow 
God to have His way in our lives.
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NEWS

   I am happy to announce that Pastor Matthew Lucio has accepted the invitation to serve 
as the pastor of the Peoria church. Pastor Lucio and his family will be joining us from the 
Iowa-Missouri Conference. He will begin his ministry in Illinois on March 1st.

   Just in case you have not heard, the North American Division Headquarters has moved 
to a new location. The new address is 9705 Patuxent Woods Drive, Columbia, MD 21046. 
The phone numbers are 443-391-7200. Fax: 443-259-4884.

   Film, Tell the World. The story of the beginning of the Adventist church. Here is a blurb from the website, 

Produced by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Australia, the series presents vivid details of the pain and 
joy experience by writer Ellen G. White, considered one of the 100 most influential people in American 
history by the Smithsonian Institute. Her guidance and advice, obtained through Bible studies, as well as 
dreams and visions revealed by God, guided the steps of the Church in becoming a worldwide movement of 
compassion in the areas of health, education, community development and disaster relief. Check it out at: 
https://telltheworld.adventist.org

HOW THE CONFERENCE WORKS (AND SAVE THE DATE IF YOU ARE A DELEGATE)

The Illinois Conference Constituency Meeting takes place on October 28, 2018. At that time, selected 
delegates from all the churches in Illinois will gather to hear reports on Conference activity and make 
decisions regarding Conference leadership and direction going forward.  

By now, most, if not all the churches, have submitted the names it chose to be delegates. These delegates 
will be invited to a delegate orientation meetings which will take place in each area as follows.  During this 
time the delegates will receive information on what to expect during the Constituency meeting, discuss the 
preliminary agenda, and discuss other items that will help them to be fully prepared to be engaged participants 
in the important proceedings of the meeting.

“The correct equations, but the wrong interpretation. The result was sadness, pain and discour-
agement. That’s how the story of the Seventh-day Adventist Church begins.
 Based on true events, Tell the World shares the compelling story of a small group of farm-
ers from the northeast region of the United States. They set the foundation of an organization 
that has been at the forefront of issues such as health, education, communication and Biblical 
interpretation. The film begins with a startling discovery made by farmer and former militia 
member William Miller. After years of study, Miller concludes that Jesus will return in 1843. 
His sermons along with the Biblical and historical evidence were so convincing that thousands 
of people sold everything, confessed their sins and waited for the event with high expectations. 
Eventually they settled for a specific date: October 22nd, 1844.
 Faithful church goers often faced the hard decision to stay in the church or be asked to leave 
due to Miller’s controversial beliefs. But the day came, and Jesus did not return. In addition 
to Miller and his wife Lucy, few people remained faithful to God, among them Ellen Harmon, 
James White, and Joseph Bates.” 



Constituency Delegate Orientation           Area 1, April 30
Constituency Delegate Orientation           Area 2, May 1
Constituency Delegate Orientation           Area 3, May 2
Constituency Delegate Orientation           Area 4, May 3
Constituency Delegate Orientation           Area 5, May 14
Constituency Delegate Orientation           Area 6, May 15

CONFERENCE PASTORS MEETINGS

I am currently at Pastor’s meeting at Camp Akita. Every January and every July, the Illinois Conference 
holds pastor’s meeting at Camp Akita. The theme at this pastor’s meeting is The Character of Discipleship. 
Our speakers, our own pastors, have been talking about different facets of character and how to live this out 
as a disciple of Jesus. After each presentation, the pastors get into small groups to discuss and apply. Today, 
Wednesday, we will discuss Conference business, before heading back to our districts at noon.

RESOURCES

   Adventist Learning Community. Are you looking for free online training for your church’s ministry 
leaders? The Adventist Learning Community is an educational platform that offers courses for certification, 
professional development, and just for fun. https://www.adventistlearningcommunity.com

 Video - Living an Evangelistic Life wants to ignite the spiritual fire within us and give us a passion and 
compassion for people. Many people want to be an influence for Jesus but don’t know how. How do you touch 
people’s hearts in everyday life? This DVD set equips people in a practical way—through lecture, discussion, 
and interaction—to live an evangelistic life. Check it out at: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-
productDetails.aspx?ID=36738

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Adventist church is present in more than 200 countries with approximately 19.5 million members. It 
manages thousands of educational and health institutions, food factories, a global humanitarian agency. It also 
opens a new church every 3 minutes.

“The daily study of the precious words of life found in the Bible strengthens the 
intellect and furnishes a knowledge of the grand and glorious works of God in nature. 
Through the study of the Scriptures we obtain a correct knowledge of how to live so as 

to enjoy the greatest amount of unalloyed happiness.”                

Ellen White - Testimonies to the Church Vol. 3 p. 374.

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.


