
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“Show me the right path, O Lord; point out the road for 
me to follow” (Psalm 25:4, New Living Translation). 

I recently read about two “bridges to nowhere!” that 
were built in 1936. One, on the North Island of New 
Zealand was constructed to provide access to settlers 
in a remote area of the island. However, many of the 
residents moved away, and eventually the settlement 

closed. In time the roadway disappeared, leaving only the bridge. 
The other one is in Southern California and was part of a road that 
was intended to be a connection to a small town. But, a huge flood 
in 1938 washed out the road, and it was never rebuilt, again leaving 
only the bridge. Two bridges - to nowhere! 

On the journey of life, sometimes the route gets challenging. The 
road might get obscured or seemingly disappear at times. There 
might even be a sense that you’ve hit a dead end, that the path 
you’ve been on has taken you “nowhere,” and there’s nothing 
beyond what you can see. But God knows where we need to go and 
how best to get there. David’s prayer, “Show me the right path, O 
Lord; point out the road for me to follow” is a valid prayer for each 
of us to make every day. I want the road of my daily experience, 
and whatever bridges are part of the journey, to lead me to God’s 
heavenly destination! May this be your desire in 2018! 
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ANNOUNCEMENT

This will be the last FYI of the year. The next issue will be sent out on January 3, 2018. Let me take this 
opportunity to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May this season be a blessed time 
with family and friends. I look forward to 2018, as we work together to hasten the coming of our best friend, 
Jesus. May it be soon! Blessings! 

IILLINOIS FOCUS

Next year, in the Illinois Conference, our focus will be evangelism. Evangelism is the announcement, 
proclamation, and/or preaching of the Gospel, the good news OF and ABOUT Jesus Christ.  

The English word “evangelism” comes from the Greek word euaggelion. Most literally translated in the 
NOUN form, euaggelion, and means: “gospel” or “good news.”  

In the VERB form (euaggelizesthai), the meaning of the word changes slightly to “announce” or “bring good 
news.” My desire is that we will apply the verb/action form, and share the Good News of Jesus with those God 
Misses the Most! 

By the way, Evangelism, the communication of the Gospel message, includes a warning, an explanation, and 
a call. Evangelism includes warning people about sin and the consequences of sin, and explains how God’s 
way is the best way to live. It also explains of God’s remedy for sin, and the pain it brings—the gospel. And it 
includes the clear invitation/call to turn from sin and to turn toward God.  

I have discovered life with God works out better than life without Him. This is Good News. My prayer is that 
we will share this more fully is 2018! 

NEWS

   The Conference Committee voted to approve the request from the Lombard Fellowship Company to be 
organized as a church. Our Conference Executive Secretary, John Grys, will begin preparations for a day of 
celebration/organization at Lombard. 

   The Lake Union Executive Committee has approved the recommendation from our Conference 
Committee to ordain Pastor Gerzom Gomez to the Gospel Ministry. Plan are being made for this to happen 
January 20th. Ordination is an official recognition of a pastor’s call and ministry. 

   The Seventh-day Adventist church membership is growing at an increased rate around the world. Current 
membership is 20,343,814. The membership of the Illinois Conference is 13,753. My prayer is we, in the 
Illinois Conference, will continue to grow and to do our best to reach out with the Good News of Jesus to our 
family, friends, and neighbors.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

“Silent Night” is one of the most recognizable songs at Christmas and on a radio playing non-stop holiday 
music. While most people recognize the lyrics “Silent Night, Holy Night, all is calm, all is bright,” the original 
lyrics are “Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht, alles schlaft, einsam wacht.” The song was originally written in German 
in 1816 by Father Joseph Mohr, a priest in Austria. Two years later, it was set to music by Franz Gruber. It was 
translated into English by John Freeman Young of Manhattan’s Trinity Church. 

 
RESOURCES

   Friendship Month is a simple, turnkey program to help churches mobilize their congregation by inviting 
friends to church during a 4-week period. Throughout their 30+ combined years in ministry, the pastors 
who created Friendship Month developed and perfected a proven formula for church growth. When church 
members step out of their comfort zones to ask friends, family, and co-workers to join them at church, 
something wonderful happens…their relationships deepen and are strengthened! This digital kit includes step-
by-step instructions, sermon notes, PowerPoint slides, marketing materials, and much more. It is available at: 
https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=39089 

 An Indescribable Welcome Home. Renewing lost friendships is part of the good news of Jesus, and An 
Indescribable Welcome Home will help church members learn where to begin. This Bible study guide uses 
stories from Jesus’ life to show how we should relate to our friends and family who are no longer attending 
church or have recently returned. Check it out at: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.
aspx?id=37756 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.”   
                     

Isaiah 9:6

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
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