
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored 
because of the way you live, and you will be honored 
along with Him. This is all made possible because 
of the grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ” (2 
Thessalonians 1:12, New Living Translation).
 
What’s in a name? Evidently, it can mean hundreds of 
millions of dollars! Around the 16th century, Leonardo 

da Vinci created a painting called “Salvator Mundi” (“Savior 
of the World”) - a portrait of Christ holding a crystal orb in His 
hand. Through the years, it seemed to have disappeared until 
around 1900 when it was purchased by someone who thought 
the portrait was created by an artist other than da Vinci. It sold in 
England in 1958 for £45 (around $60). Recently, however, it was 
authenticated as the work of da Vinci and just sold for over $450 
million - the most expensive painting ever sold at auction!
 
Yes, a name can make a world of difference. Those of us who 
are Christians have pledged ourselves to the name and person of 
Jesus Christ. We believe that His name is the name above every 
name, a name that can dispel darkness and evil, a name that can 
bring peace to a troubled heart. The name of Jesus can’t be bought 
or sold like a painting at an auction. But His name can be honored 
by our lives as we give our best for Him. And His name is the 
only name that can provide the guarantee of eternal life. The name 
of Jesus is priceless!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

the Fairfield Company and Pastor Larry Clonch. They just finished a Prophecy 101 Seminar at Frontier 
College, and have 15 non-Adventists interested in further study. 

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I was blessed to worship and 
preach at the Chicago Romanian SDA Church. 
Part of the worship service included the church 
choir singing. It was wonderful and I really 
enjoyed it. Thank you for being a blessing.

ORDINATION

Sabbath afternoon, I, along with the rest of 
the Conference administrative team, had the 
opportunity to be at the Gurnee SDA church to 
ordain Elder Jose Medina to the Gospel ministry. 
Pastor Jose and his wife, Lauren, have been 
a blessing to their new district of Gurnee and 
Lighthouse Hispanic Company.

NEWS

The Lake Union Conference will be hosting a Youth Evangelism Congress February 16-18, 2018. This will 
take place in Shipshewana, Indiana. It will be a time of inspiration, equipping, and encouragement. Also, 
you will have a chance to get part of $100,000 grant to do evangelism out of the local church. For more 
information, please visit www.lucyouth.org or call the Center for Youth Evangelism (269) 471-8380.  

STEWARDSHIP NUGGET

2 Corinthians 9;6, 7 says, “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” As 2017 comes to a close, it is an opportunity to review 
the year and to count the blessings we have received from God, and to respond by blessing his work here in 
Illinois with a special financial gift…AND to be faithful in returning God’s tithe and the giving of offerings. 
God blesses those who are faithful! Thank you for your faithfulness!

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following the link 
on the president’s web page: www.ilcsda.org/president



RESOURCES

    2018 Ten Days of Prayer. The Adventist 2018 global Ten Days of Prayer is January 10-20. This year’s 
theme is “Our High Priest.”  Promotional materials as well as daily study and prayer suggestions are available. 
If you’ve not already done so, I invite you to partner with your pastor and church leaders in conducting this 
special ten-day prayer initiative. To download resources, visit: www.tendaysofprayer.org.

 Sea of Miracles is the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s Vacation Bible Xperience for 2018. This program 
is based on the Bible and focused on the life of Jesus. VBX provides one of the best opportunities for 
welcoming visitors to your church. Many kids in your community will attend multiple VBS programs this 
summer. Stand out from the crowd by offering a unique program that features the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church’s message in a format that will resonate with kids and their parents! Watch a preview at: 
https://vimeo.com/245211436

DID YOU KNOW? Fun facts about Christmas cookies: 

1. German Gingerbread cookies are likely the first cookies ever associated with Christmas.
2. Queen Elizabeth of England is credited with inventing gingerbread men.
3. Cookies were originally made to test oven temperatures.
4. Some of the most common Christmas cookies are gingerbread men, decorated sugar cookies, and 

powdered-sugar pecan balls.

“The Sabbath should be made so interesting to our families that its weekly return will 
be hailed with joy. There is no better way can parents exalt and honor the Sabbath 

than by devising means to impart proper instruction to their families and interesting 
them in spiritual things, giving them correct views of the character of God and what 
He requires of us in order to perfect Christian characters and attain to eternal life. 
Parents, make the Sabbath a delight, that your children may look forward to it and 

have a welcome in their hearts for it.”                     

Ellen White - Child Guidance, p. 536

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.


