
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“You have been trusted with a wonderful treasure. 
Guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit, who lives 
within you” (2 Timothy 1:14, Contemporary English 
Version).
 
Every once in a while, I look back through the pictures 
I have taken over years; of family events, travels, and 
special memories. It’s enjoyable to take a journey 

back in time to see these treasures, these pictures that mark 
important moments in time. They are treasures to me, but I am 
also reminded that we’re blessed to have even better and more 
beautiful treasures available to us: the treasure of the gospel of 
Jesus, the treasure of God’s love, and the treasure of salvation. 

These are also treasures we’re privileged to share with others. 
What a great double blessing! As much as we enjoy gathering 
earthly treasures and memories around us here, let’s always keep 
our eyes focused on what great things are still to come. The great 
treasure that God has in store for us is soon to be shared with us, 
His eternal Kingdom. May it be so!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... a Downers Grove Adventist Church Member, who 
prefers to remain anonymous, knowing teachers spend 
hundreds of dollars a year out of their own pockets to 
supply basic needs for their classrooms, and knowing 
parents struggle to purchase school supplies, has taken 
the Downers Grove Adventist School teachers on a 
shopping spree before school starts for the past four 
years. The picture shows the some of the items she 
purchased as part of this year’s shopping spree. 

THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving Day is drawing near and pumpkins are everywhere. Here are some interesting facts about 
pumpkins I thought you might enjoy:

Pumpkins are 90% water•	
Pumpkins contain potassium and vitamin A•	
The	largest	pumpkin	pie	ever	made	was	more	than	350	pounds	and	five	feet	in	diameter.•	
Pumpkins are actually from the squash and cucumber family•	
People once thought pumpkins were a remedy for snakebites and could remove freckles.•	
The pumpkin capital of the world is thought to be Morton, Illinois, where Libby’s factory, which makes •	
canned	pumpkin	and	pumpkin	filling,	is	located.

What are you thankful for today?

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, Lori and I had the blessing to be at the Rockford SDA church, where I shared the morning 
message, and was blessed to visit with the members and see all the great things happening there. Many thanks 
to Pastor Leonardo Oliveira, his wife, Vanessa, and the wonderful people of the Rockford church. May God 
continue to bless you!

NEWS

  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Pastor Edye Campos, and his family. Edye’s brother passed away past 
Monday night. May God be with you, Edye, and bring you comfort through the outpouring of His Spirit.  

  I was told this week that Barbara Winkler went to sleep in Jesus last Friday afternoon. She would have 
been 92 years old on December 29. Barbara was the church treasurer for the Danville SDA church for 46 
years and also served as Sabbath School leader for many of those years. I want to recognize her faithfulness 



and many years of service. Please lift up the family in prayer, and may they be comforted by the assurance that 
Barbara will one day hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant…enter into my Kingdom”

 I am pleased to announce that Pastor Frendell Reyes has accepted the invitation to be the pastor of the 
Sheridan, Princeton, Ottawa, Streator district. Pastor Frendell, who is currently the part time pastor of the 
Oasis group in Lemont, IL, will fill the opening left by Pastor Mike Weakley’s retirement. Pastor Frendell will 
assume his new duties in January 2018.

 I am also happy to announce that John Tuthill has accepted the invitation to serve as the volunteer pastor 
for the Canton SDA church. Pastor Tuthill has previously served as a part time pastor for the Quincy district. 
Welcome back, John. I know you will be a blessing.

RESOURCES

    www.ibelievebible.com is a web series for youth and young adults who want to dig deeper into issues of 
faith and spirituality. It has been created by the Adventist Learning Community.

 Did you ever have the privilege of hearing C. D. Brooks preach? For those who did, it was an 
unforgettable experience. During his 60-year ministry, he led more than 15,000 people to Christ. For 23 years, 
Elder Brooks was the founding speaker of the Breath of Life Ministries telecast. He passed away last year, but 
his legacy lives on! Read his inspiring biography, C. D: The Man Behind the Message, by Harold L. Lee with 
Benjamin Baker. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 The North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists makes up 6% of the world membership? Did you 
know that 6% of the world membership contributes 43% of the world church tithe? 

Please continue to be faithful in the returning of tithe. God does indeed bless our faithfulness!

“The Savior mingled with men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy 
for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence.”                      

Ellen White: Ministry of Healing, P. 143

Check out our 
Facebook page at 
Illinois Conference 

of Seventh-day Adventists.


