
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“We believe that we are all saved the same way, by the 
undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 15:11, New 
Living Translation).
 
On Oct. 31, 1517, 33-year-old Martin Luther nailed a 
document to the door of All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg, 

Germany. The title was “Disputation of Martin Luther on the 
Power and Efficacy of Indulgences” - but through the years it’s 
become known as his 95 Theses. It contained a series of questions 
and propositions that he hoped would spark debate about beliefs 
and practices within the church, and it certainly did that, and 
more! Out of that simple act came a tidal wave of change within 
the Christian church at that time, resulting in what is known as the 
Protestant Reformation.
 
Through the intervening five centuries, there has been a 
significant focus on understanding and following the Word of God 
and accepting the living reality that salvation is through faith in 
Jesus, rather than by anything we might do to try to earn it. The 
principles of sola Scripture (by Scripture alone) and sola fide (by 
faith alone) continue to be driving forces for God’s people today. 
God’s Word not only teaches us theological foundations, it leads 
us to a clearer faith to accept what Jesus, God’s Son, has done for 
each of us.
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NAD YEAR-END MEETINGS

Over these last few days, I have been at the North American Division Year End meetings. This annual meeting 
is the North American Division Executive Committee, which meets to discuss business.

Among the items on the agenda were: Annual reports by the different departments, an update on the strategic 
plan of the North American Division to assist Union and Conferences in accomplishing the mission God has 
given us, and adjustments to policy for discussion and vote. 

One of the most exciting things to me is the emphasis on evangelism: to reach, retain, and reclaim. Here are a 
few bullet points to consider:

Evangelism is a life style, not an event.• 
We must contextualize our evangelism/outreach to meet the needs of the people we are trying to reach.• 
We must empower and equip lay leadership to communicate the Good News of Jesus’ soon return.• 
Small groups are extremely important to reach and retain.• 
We must make it easy for people to come in and hard to leave.• 
People of all walks of life must feel safe in our churches.• 
We must have a strong electronic presence (website, social media, apps, phone, etc.)• 
Church must be accessible to the community (visible signage, telephone, directions, website)• 
More emphasis on prayer. A praying church is a healthy church.• 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... Pastor Elton DeSousa. Pastor DeSousa’s passion for Seventh-day Adventist Education is an 
inspiration. Thank you, pastor, for all you are doing to help those families that want to make a 
Seventh-day Adventist education for their children possible. 

NEWS

The Gurnee SDA church recently had a baptism in Lake Michigan. I love hearing stories of individuals getting 
to know Jesus and making a commitment to follow Him. Congratulations to Sebastian Alexander Bedolla for 
your decision to be baptized and follow Jesus. 



TESTIMONY

Dawn Joyce, a member of the La Grange-Brookfield church, and her family have been distributing Signs of the 
Times, the Martin Luther/ Reformation issue, and mailing it to churches in their town. Last week, Pastor David 
Mensing from Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church sought out their house asking if they had mailed him a copy. 
He very much enjoyed the “unbiased, balanced, and scriptural” articles in the magazine on Martin Luther. Their 
address was blurred on the return address, so he decided to try to find the addresses on their street that ended 
in “2” in order to find the sender. He was invited in, and they had a very interesting conversation. The visit 
concluded with him accepting a copy of the Great Controversy and singing, “A Mighty Refuge is Our God”. 
Thank you for your wonderful witness!

THE GOOD STEWARD

The test of loyalty to God comes to us every time we get paid. It is then when we 
determine who is FIRST in our lives. By returning to God what is His through our 
tithe, God is honored and we reinforce who is first in our lives. May God bless you as 
you continue to be faithful to Him!

 

RESOURCEs

    Are you interested in joining an online Sabbath School class? Check out Pastor Derek Morris’s Sabbath 
School class at http://hopess.hopetv.org/

 Real Life Family Talk with Willie and Elaine Oliver. Check out the Hope Channel, Sundays, 8pm, EST or 
anytime at realfamilytalk.hopetv.org

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Seventh-day Adventist church co-founder, Ellen White, is the most prolific and translated American 
author. In 2014, Smithsonian Magazine named White one of the 100 Most Significant Americans of All Time.

 That as of June 30th, 2017, the membership of Seventh-day Adventist in North America is 1,237,004?

“The Savior mingled with men as one who desired their good. 
He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, 

and won their confidence.”                      

Ellen White: Ministry of Healing, P. 143

Check out our 
Facebook page at 
Illinois Conference 

of Seventh-day Adventists.


