
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with 
Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no 
longer slaves to sin” (Romans 6:6, New Living Translation).
 
Living in Sonoma County for ten years, my heart goes out 
to my friends who have been affected by the fires burning 

in that area. It has been painful to watch. The fast-moving blazes 
have destroyed many homes and businesses. Air quality is bad. 
For two or three days, there was no cell service, power, or Wi-Fi. 
Some people have lost everything; worst of all, some have even 
lost their lives. 
 
In this midst of so much tragedy, I’m thankful for the active and 
real presence of God, giving strength and comfort. His power is 
unending and never cut off from us. We can know our connection 
with Him is strong and dependable. We have the assurance that all 
of the horror and evil that we see in the world around us will not 
be present forever. The power of sin that impacts us in so many 
horrible ways will be gone - and the loss of that power will be a 
good thing, thanks to the great love and mercy of God! Keep hope 
alive!

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT HINSDALE 
ADVENTIST ACADEMY...

... HAA has seen a steady increase in their ACT test scores across 
all subject areas. As a school, the composite score is two points 
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higher than the state average. They have considerable strength in the Reading and English subject areas, and 
their English scores are more than four points higher than the state average. Way to go Hinsdale!

NOTE

This past Sunday and Monday, I was in Michigan attending the Andrews 
University Board of Directors meeting and Seminary committee. One of 
the interesting things in the board room was a replica of the church door in 
Wittenberg, Germany (see picture), which many believe is where Martin Luther 
nailed his 95 Theses. This reminded me of mission to communicate the Good 
News of Jesus to all who will listen.

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the opportunity to preach at the Glen Ellyn Fil-Am 
church. Many thanks to volunteer pastor, Martin Lagundino, his wife (picture), 
Joy, and the wonderful leaders, who are advancing God’s mission to the Filipino 
community. You can check them out on Facebook, or at: https://glenellynfilamil.
adventistchurch.org

EXCOM (Illinois Conference Executive Committee)

The Illinois Conference Executive Committee met with the rest of the Illinois Association of Seventh-
day Adventists Membership this past week and selected the Board of Trustees for the Illinois Conference 
Association (which is the legal body/corporation that owns the churches, schools, parsonages, etc., in our 
Conference) The State of Illinois requires that all Illinois corporations annually elect their board/governing 
body, and because it is impractical to assemble all of our constituency delegates every year, the Illinois 
Association Bylaws state that our Conference Executive Committee, plus one representative from each of 
our six areas make up the Membership. Also, according to the Bylaws, the Board of Trustees is made up of 
the five officers of the Association (Ron Aguilera, John Grys, Mike Daum, Elizabeth DeLeon, and Paul Saint 
Villiers, and six lay members from our Conference. The following six were selected to serve: Roger Dickman 
(Glen Ellyn) Eden Galan-Logan (Fox Valley Hispanic) Kevin Irving (Southwest), Art Nelson (Springfield), 
Ivy Posada (Hinsdale), and David Storlie (Peoria). Thank you each for your willingness to serve.

NEWS

  Pastor David Kokiong, youth pastor at the Hinsdale Fil-Am 
church, was married to Kelly Teav, on October 8th. The ceremony was 
officiated by our very own John Grys, Executive Secretary of the Illinois 
Conference. Congratulations David and Kelly. 

Pictured:  Martin and 
Joy Lagundino



  October is pastor appreciation month, so you have one Sabbath left to do something special for your 
pastor and his family. You can celebrate the hard work of your pastor in a number of different ways. Each 
member of the congregation can deliver the pastor a handwritten note; or a “Best Pastor in the World” 
T-shirt can be given to him; or you can create a video presentation made of pictures of the pastor in action 
over the last year; or you can simply give him a heart-felt thanks. Of course, one of the most important 
ways to show you care is by assuring you attend church and pay attention to his sermon. =)

RESOURCES

  I invite you to participate in the upcoming emphasis on prayer, 10 Days of Prayer, January 10-20, 
2018. Check out how to be involved at www.tendaysofprayer.org

  : Book ˗ A Place to Belong is the first in a series of five books outlining the essentials for creating a 
great youth group. The remaining four books in the set, soon to be published, will build on the foundation 
principles: Building a Great Team, Positive Transformations, Making Good Choices and Growing Great 
Relationships. Each book has six chapters ready made for youth leadership conventions or training in the 
local church. Check it out at: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=37908

DID YOU KNOW? 

This year is the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. This landmark 
is important since all Protestant Christian denominations find their roots in Martin 
Luther and the reformation that began when he nailed his 95 Theses to a church door 
in Wittenberg, Germany.

“I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither 
right nor safe. Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God. Amen.” 

                           - Martin Luther
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