
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“O Lord, come back to us! How long will you delay? 
Take pity on your servants!” (Psalm 90:13, New Living 
Translation).
 
Every time there’s a disaster or tragedy, I find myself 
wondering, “How much longer can these things go on?” 

Disasters in the world of nature - hurricanes, earthquakes, fires, 
volcanic eruptions - are somewhat explainable. But tragedies and 
horrors that are of human origin - shootings, acts of terror, and 
many other unspeakable acts of violence - just baffle my mind. 
We may attempt to assign explanations to these acts of horror, but 
they’re still just so difficult to comprehend.
 
The question “how much longer?” has been asked for generations. 
We look around and see enormous pain and suffering, knowing 
full well that God didn’t intend our world and lives to be this 
way. But the question does have an answer - “not much longer!” 
God makes it clear in His Word that He has a plan in motion for 
putting an end to all of this. It originates in His love and mercy 
and was demonstrated through the sacrifice of Jesus. And soon 
the day is coming when all these dreadful results of a sinful world 
will be gone forever.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT FAWN 
SCHERENCEL....

... principal of Hinsdale Adventist Academy. Fawn and HAA were 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
RON AGUILERA

FYI   (For Your Information...)
A weekly e-newsletter for employees and friends of the 

Illinois Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

  October 18, 
2017

Making healthy 
disciple-making 

churches

You can contact me
by writing:

Illinois Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists

619 Plainfield Road,
Willowbrook IL 60527

by email:
president@ilcsda.org

by phone:
630-856-2880



highlighted in a local newspaper this past week. The paper goes to over 
6500 homes weekly! What great exposure about all that good things going 
on at HAA. 

EVANGELISM/OUTREACH

 Last week, I mentioned the Doctors Alva, Pastor De Sousa, and the 
Vanguard SDA Company, located in Berwyn, IL., and the Center of Influence they have established to connect 
and to meet the needs of the community. Here’s a video that explains it well: https://vimeo.com/237761589.

 The Chicagoland area has a population of around 9 million people and is a tremendous mission field 
waiting to hear the Good News of Jesus and His soon return. I want to share with you the Top Three Questions 
about working with urbanites: 

Isn’t it time to flee the cities? More than half of the world lives in the cities and still needs to hear the Good 1. 
News of Jesus. Ellen White urged, “Work in the cities without delay, for the time is short.” MM 300
What can I do? I am not an evangelist. “God is calling not only upon ministers, but upon consecrated 2. 
laymen of varied talents…to consider the needs of the…cities.” AA 158-9
Aren’t the cities expensive? “Can’t we expect the inhabitants of the cities to come to us…? As we do this 3. 
work…means will flow into our treasuries, and we shall have funds with which to carry on…” 9T 100

Giving: If you want to give specifically to evangelism in the cities, you can do so by giving to “Go and Tell” 
or by marking Evangelism on your tithe envelopes.

INFORMATION

Here are some statistics that were shared by David Trim, Director of the Office of Archives, Statistics and 
research, at Annual Council, at the General Conference, this past week:

Number of Seventh-day Adventist members around the world: 20,343,814. Over 20 million! (Awesome!)1. 
Since 1965, 35,825,953 people have been members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Of those, 2. 
13,957,883 have chosen to leave. Our net loss rate is 38.96%. That is almost four of every ten persons. 
(Painful!)
Why do most people leave the church? It’s usually because they go through a crisis in life, or experience 3. 
conflict in the church. Or, they feel un-missed, un-cared for, or unimportant. Most don’t decide to not be a 
Seventh-day Adventist, it just happens...They slip through the cracks. (What can you do to improve this?) 
Every 23 seconds someone in the world becomes a Seventh-day Adventist! (Good news!)4. 
The worldwide ratio is one Seventh-day Adventist for every 371 people in the world.5. 

Check out 
the Illinois 
Conference 

of Seventh-day 
Adventist Facebook 
page for more news 
and information.

Note: I want to invite the pastors, or clerks, or head elders, to forward the weekly FYI to your 
church membership, or direct them to our website where they can sign up to receive it directly



DID YOU KNOW? 

The percentage of Seventh-day Adventist church membership per continent is…
Africa – 39%
South and Central America – 32%
Asia – 19%
North America – 6%
Europe – 2%
Australia – 2%
Middle East - .2%

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit.” Zech. 4:6

RESOURCES

Strong Families, Strong Churches. Are you looking for a great resource for family ministries? Go to 
family.adventist.org and download these resources now. Available in English and Spanish.

Book, Glimpses into the Life of Ellen White, by James Nix.
Glimpses Into the Life of Ellen White is filled with stories that provide a fascinating look behind-the-
scenes at the life and times of Ellen White. Some of the stories will make you smile; others will move 
you to tears; but all of them show that Ellen White was a very real person who chose to dedicate her life 
in service to the One she called, “My Father.”

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois Conference of Seventh-day Adventist.

“Work in the cities without delay, for time is short.”

                           - Ellen G. White, MM, p.300   

If you would like to receive a 
copy of this newsletter from the 
president’s desk directly into your 
email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


