
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the 
story of a man going on a long trip. When he left home, he 
gave each of his slaves instructions about the work they 
were to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his 
return. You, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know 

when the master of the household will return - in the evening, at 
midnight, before dawn, or at daybreak” (Mark 13:34-35, New 
Living Translation).
 
In California, on a bluff overlooking the Pacific Ocean, sits a 
mansion that was owned by Huguette Clark, the daughter of 
senator, railroad baron, and copper mining tycoon William 
A. Clark. She moved to New York in the 1930s, but the Santa 
Barbara mansion was kept “ready” for her, including vintage 30s 
and 40s cars in the garage, just in case she might return. For over 
60 years “Bellosguardo” sat vacant - until Huguette’s death in 
2011 at almost 105 years of age. 
 
Christians are looking forward to the day when Jesus comes 
again. He has assured us that He will come again to take us to be 
with Him. He promised that He’s gone to prepare a place - with 
many mansions - for us. But He doesn’t intend for those mansions 
to remain empty for long! In the meantime, we keep living our 
lives here. We don’t know the exact time of that great event, so 
He says “keep watch!” That means living His way of life, sharing 
His love with others, and keeping our eyes on the promise of His 
return. I want to be ready for that day, don’t you?
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT....

. . .the North Shore SDA church. They have prepared quite a welcome for their new senior pastor 
and family. We welcome Jonathan Burnett, and his wife Jody, and their two children to the Illinois 
Conference. North Shore family, thank you for all you are doing to prepare your new pastor’s home for 
their arrival. May God bless you!

CHURCH VISITS

This past Sabbath, I had the opportunity to worship at and share the sermon at our North Hispanic SDA 
church in Chicago. After church, there was a wonderful potluck of rice and beans, salad and bread. 
After potluck, I invited anyone interested to join me upstairs in the sanctuary for a time where they 
could ask any questions of me they would like. Thank you North Hispanic church leaders for your love 
and commitment to the mission God has given us to “Go and make disciples…” 

During the past week, I also had a chance to travel to Peoria and meet with the Peoria church board to 
share with them the process by which their outgoing pastor, Elder Peter Braman, was chosen to be the 
new Illinois Conference ministerial director, and to talk about the process moving forward in the new 
pastor search process. I am convinced God will bring another fantastic pastor to serve in the Peoria 
district.

NEWS

Hinsdale SDA church airs a weekly program, Friday’s at 5pm on Channel 19 of Comcast Cable.  I 
invite you to share this information with your friends. 

I want to thank Steve Bell, first elder at the Sheridan church, and all others involved, for their public 
witness. This past Sunday, I ran into Steve at the “TE4J” tent at the Sandwich fair, in Sandwich, IL. 
TE4J stands for Touch Everyone for Jesus. It’s goal and purpose is to help people get in touch with 
Jesus. Check out their website, www.te4j.org. There you will find links to churches, schools, audio 
books, sermon library, and much more. Way to go, Steve, and Sheridan Church. Thanks for sharing 
your love for Jesus with others. 

I am sad to report the death of Chad Zalabak’s mother. Chad is our 5th-8th grade teacher at Alpine SDA 
School in Rockford, IL. Please keep Chad, Stacy, and the family in your prayers.



SCHOOL ENROLMENT NUMBERS

I have received the preliminary enrollment numbers for this Fall from our schools. Here they are, includ-
ing pre-school:
 
Alpine – 56 MACS – 11
Crest Hill - 17 North Aurora – 18
Downers Grove – 33 North Shore – 70
Gurnee – 80 Sheridan – 11
Hinsdale Adventist Academy – 178 Thompsonville – 16
Marion – 10

Please pray for our schools; teachers, parents, and students, and for God to continue to provide ways to 
help any student that wants to attend one of our schools to be able to do so.

RESOURCES

Sunday, September 17, is Let’s Move Day. This is part of Adventists InStep for Life, which was created 
by the North American Division of the Seventh-day Adventist Church to assist Adventist churches, 
schools and health care organizations in tackling the challenge of childhood obesity and to inspire 
healthy eating and physical activity. If you are interested in more information, go to http://www.
adventistsinstepforlife.org 

DID YOU KNOW? 

That the Seventh-day Adventist church operates in more than 200 countries and territories around 
the world?  We are not only part our own individual church where we hold membership, or part of a 
sisterhood of churches in the Illinois Conference, but we are part of a world-wide church. May God 
continue to bless His people! And, let us pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit here in our territory 
and throughout the world.

“At the sound of reverent prayer, Satan’s whole host trembles.”   

                           - E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 1 page 346 

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


