
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“God can do anything, you know - far more than you could 
ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!” 
(Ephesians 3:20, The Message).
 
I like listening to music as I travel, so I wear headphones 

when I fly. What would it be like to step on a plane and have an 
orchestra playing for the passengers? King George I of England 
had that kind of luxury in mind when he decided to entertain his 
guests on a royal cruise on the River Thames. He commissioned 
George Frederic Handel to compose music especially for the 

occasion. Handel wrote for an orchestra of about 50 musicians, 
and his “Water Music” premiered on July 17, 1717, on a river 
barge, while the king and his guests floated along. 
 
When someone does something for us that goes way beyond our 
expectations, we feel special. When I think of the great love that 
God has for me, and how that love has been expressed in so many 
tangible ways, I begin to get a glimpse of the love He wants each 
of us to experience - “far more than you could ever imagine or 
guess or request in your wildest dreams!” I hope you’ll experience 
some of that love today.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT....

. . .the Epic Church. One of the ways they tangibly communicate God’s 
love to their community is by going out into the streets and offering “free 
hugs”.  
Love it. “For God so loved the world…” 

If you want to read more about what God is doing at Epic, check out: 
http://csps.globalmissioncenters.org/an-epic-church-encounter

TESTIMONY

One Sabbath last January, Dean walked into the Springfield SDA church. He stepped into Sabbath 
School and the lesson study and seemed to fit right in, and knew much about the Bible. He found out 
about the Wednesday night Bible study group and immediately joined that. In his young adult years, 
he had spent some time hitchhiking, traveling around the country. One day, a truck driver picked him 
up, as they drove, he asked him whether he would be willing to learn to drive, because he needed a 
co-driver for the summer. The truck driver was a Seventh-day Adventist, so every Friday evening they 
would park the truck near the closest Seventh-day Adventist church and together they would go to that 
church. At the end of the summer, Dean found himself in Seattle.  There, he was offered a room to stay 
with a family, and it turned out that they were Seventh-day Adventists. Dean went with the family to 
church every Sabbath. After that, he moved to Alaska where he joined the Air Force, where he began 
drinking and became an alcoholic. Over time, the addiction caused him to lose everything; his wife, 
his family, and his career. Nine years ago, he recovered from the addiction and started a safe home for 
recovered alcoholics, a place where they could stay until they got a job. And, he got married again. 
Now, he is a part of the Springfield SDA Church. He is present for every event – even the work bees.  
Elder Art Nelson studied with him and he was baptized.  His wife, who was raised Catholic, was at 
the baptism and she made the decision to be baptized too, and began Bible studies. She was baptized 
Sabbath, August 12. All this because of the influence of one Seventh-day Adventist truck driver years 
ago. God is amazing!

NEWS

Congratulations to our Hinsdale Fil-Am senior pastor, Glenn Aguirre, and his wife Selena. This past 
Sabbath, they welcomed into the world, the new daughter, Milana. Congratulations and blessings! 

Last night, the officers of the Illinois Conference finished going to the last of the six Town Hall meeting 
held around the state. It was an opportunity to talk about what God is doing in Illinois and envision 
what He has in store for us in the future. Thank you to all of you who came and spent time with us.



Hinsdale Adventist Academy: This school year, HAA’s spiritual theme is “God Wants MORE.” 
God wants MORE (Mind, Obedience, Repentance/Reconciliation, Evangelism) from each one of us. 
Throughout the school year, HAA will be searching for ways to; give God more of our minds, show God 
more obedience, allow room for more repentance and reconciliation in our lives, and engage in more 
evangelism. Please pray for HAA and our other 10 schools as they seek to lift up Jesus to our children.

RESOURCES AND IDEAS

Book: If you are looking for a book that will help you and your church become a 
prayer filled church, I want to recommend the book, “OK, All Together Now: Simple 
Strategies to Help Transform Your Church into A House of Prayer. This book is filled 
with strategic, doable steps to help your church become a praying church. This is a 
church (and life) changing book. 

Book: Are you single or do you know someone who is? Turn singleness to an advantage by checking out 
Single & Gifted by Jeffrey Brown. This book will provide; guidance on how to survive as a single, hope 
for those seeking someone, and how to tell the difference between love and infatuation. 

“…the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”   

                           - Matthew 20:28

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


