
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, as 
though you were waiting for your master to return from the 
wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and 
let him in the moment he arrives and knocks” (Luke 12:35-
36, New Living Translation).

 
Jesus often spoke about His followers being prepared for 
whatever may come, including His promised return. And some 
of the language He used referred to clothing - a topic everyone 
can relate to. In today’s verse, the reference is “be dressed for 
service.” In other words, make sure you’re ready, not only to meet 
the challenges of each day, but also to connect with God and His 
love at any time. You never know what the day may bring!

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . 

The Conference Education Department has written a grant to 
purchase the Lucy Calkins Writing Program for our schools. This 
research based program will help students become more proficient 
in their writing skills, which will better prepare them for life. Way 
to go!

NEWS

Pastoral Installation: Last Sabbath, I was at the Elmhurst 
church, where I had the privilege of officially introducing their 
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new pastor, John Piroski, and his family, to the Elmhurst church family. Pastor Piroski joins us from 
Southern New England Conference, where he has been serving in the Cape Cod district. Welcome!

Also, many thanks to head elder, Doug Hamel, and the rest of the leadership at Elmhurst, for continuing 
to be active in ministry during the interim between pastors. You are a blessing!

Town Hall Meetings: Over the next few weeks, the Illinois Conference officers will be in each of the 
six areas of our Conference for Town Hall meetings. The primary purpose of the meeting is to spend 
time together talking about what is happening in the Illinois Conference and where we go from here. I 
want to invite you to join us at an area near you. 

Area 5 – Hinsdale Fil-Am SDA Church – August 24, 7pm
Area 1 – Oakhill SDA Church – August 28, 7pm
Area 2 – Springfield SDA Church – August 29, 7pm
Area 3 – Ottawa SDA Church – August 30, 7pm
Area 4 – Glen Ellyn SDA Church – August 31, 7pm
Area 6 – West Suburban Hispanic SDA Church - September 5, 7pm

Schools: This past week, I had the opportunity to meet with all the teachers in our Conference and 
to thank them for their hard work and their ministry to our children. Please join me in lifting up our 
teachers in prayer this school year! School begins this next week!

Evangelism/Outreach: Recently the church members from the Springfield SDA church donated the 
items to put together 100 care bags with tooth brushes, toothpaste, washcloths, soap and shampoo, for 
the homeless.  The church also hosted a VBS with 29 children in attendance, 17-19 of those children 
were from the community, who do not regularly attend there. The community parents even volunteered 
to help run the program.  At the end the church hosted a wiener roast for all. =) Thanks, Springfield, for 
representing Jesus well in your community!

Camp Akita is on my heart. Camp Akita is such a great ministry for our Conference. But, for us to 
be able to best afford this ministry, it needs to be used more. You and your churches can help by using 
Camp Akita for your church outings, seminars, camp outs, leadership retreats, etc. Please consider this 
as you make plans.

RESOURCES AND IDEAS

1. Check out NEXT STEPS: Adventist Millennial Research Empowering Young Adult 
Ministry (0.4 CEU). Here is the course summary: The Next Steps course is for the purpose of 
understanding the findings from the Adventist Millennial Study conducted by the Barna Group, 
and empowering a research-informed, relevant approach to young adult ministry. 



2. Joshua’s Men is a one-year mentoring process which seeks to develop spiritual leaders who make 
an impact in their homes, churches, and communities. This leader’s guide includes everything you 
need to host monthly meetings for the men in your church. https://www.adventsource.org/as30/
store-productDetails.aspx?ID=38932

“The only greatness is the greatness of humility. The only distinction is found in 
devotion to the service of others.”  

                           - The Faith I live By, p. 297

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


