
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“So we will be glad and happy and give Him praise. The 
wedding day of the Lamb is here, and His bride is ready” 
(Revelation 19:7, Contemporary English Version).
 
Christians have been looking forward to a big celebration 

to come. The Book of Revelation calls it “the wedding day 
of the Lamb,” which is a poetic way to describe the day that 
Jesus comes in the clouds of heaven to bring His people - His 
“bride,” the Church - home to their eternal celebration. We’ve 
been anticipating, planning, and waiting for this big day. And I 
continue to believe that it won’t be much longer before the wait is 
over and the celebrating can begin in earnest. I want to be part of 
that great day!

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT. . . PATRICE 
SMITH

Patrice Smith, the new 4th grade teacher at Hinsdale just got 
married on June 27, 2017. Congratulations to, now, Patrice 
Jenkins.

TESTIMONY: by 10 year old, Isabella Maldonado 
(Lakeview Church)

 We have gone to Camp Akita every year for the last seven 
years and it’s a wonderful place. We usually go for family camp, 
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but kids can go out for camp throughout the summer. They also have something new called Mission 
Akita Week. It started last year and we went again this year too. For the last couple of years, friends 
of ours have gone with us as well. They don’t go to any church; however, they go to camp with us 
and enjoy it. It’s a nice way to minister to them and to have them participate in church activities like 
devotions, VBS, the worship team, and just to interact with other Christians.
Camp Akita is a mission field. There are kids who go to camp throughout the summer that are not 
Adventists or even Christians. Some of the children have never heard of Jesus’s love or about the Bible. 
Camp Akita is the perfect setting for both young and old to experience nature and to be open to hearing 
about God. Every summer hearts and lives of people are changed and some are baptized. They’re 
baptized right there in the lake!  It’s amazing to be a part of that step in someone’s life.
 This year at mission week I decided to take do a prayer walk with my friends. We walked around 
the camp and prayed over the campgrounds, including the cabins, the main lodge, and all the activities 
centers, like the horse barn, the swimming lake, the archery center, the rock climbing wall, all the 
places where kids will be taking part in different activities. We prayed for all the staff, the counselors, 
and the campers. We prayed for good weather, for safety, for wisdom, and so that everyone can have a 
positive experience at camp.
      My friends and I also decided to make cards of encouragement. These cards were for anyone at 
camp who might need reassuring words while they are at camp. Maybe they’re missing home, maybe 
they aren’t adjusting well at camp, maybe they’re struggling with some spiritual issue, maybe they’re 
just having a bad day… whatever it is, they could pick a card and be encouraged. The theme this 
year for the campers is Rock Solid. We put scripture, and other words of encouragement. We had fun 
decorating them and putting versus like “my God is my rock in whom I take refuge.”  In the end, we 
made about 75 cards and left them with the pastoral staff to use them as they see fit over the summer.

Isabella Maldonado (10), Lakeview SDA Church

 
NEWS

New Pastor: On Sabbath, August 5th, I will officially be introducing Pastor John Pirsoki and his family 
as the new pastor of the Elmhurst church. What a blessing I know they will be there! Welcome, Pastor!

It is Wednesday, and this week I am at Camp Akita. We are just finishing up our summer pastors’ 
meetings. I am so happy that not only our full-time pastors were able to come, but many of our part 
time, volunteer, and lay pastors. We are all workers in his vineyard!

Family Camp Meeting starts this evening. I am looking forward to seeing those that come to enjoy the 
beauty of God’s handiwork at this beautiful camp. If you can make it even just for the day on Sabbath, 
I believe you will be blessed. Elder Maurice Valentine, the Executive Secretary of the Lake Union 
Conference, will be our speaker.

RESOURCES AND IDEAS

Children’s Leadership Conference / Oct. 6-8, 2017: This year’s topic “If my Children Pray” is 
sponsored by the NAD and Lake Union Children Ministry Departments, and will be in Berrien Springs, 
MI. More info shawna_henry@hotmail.com 

August 12-17, 2019 Chosen International Camporee Over 2,000 tickets sold: More information www.
camporee.org  269-471-8380 or www.cye.org 

“The shortness of time is urged as an incentive for us to seek righteousness and 
to make Christ our friend. This is not the great motive. It savors of selfishness. 

Is it necessary that the terrors of the day of God be held before us to compel us 
through fear to right action? This ought not to be. Jesus is attractive. He is full of 
love, mercy, and compassion... It is our privilege to have a calm, close, happy walk 

with Jesus every day we live.”
 

                           - E.G. White, Review and Herald, August 2, 1881

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


