
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you 
were far away from God, but now you have been brought 
near to Him through the blood of Christ” (Ephesians 2:13, 
New Living Translation). 

Ever make a blood donation? Blood banks are very happy to 
receive a “contribution” from most people because of the impact 
that donation of blood can have on a life in the future. Reminds 
me of the great sacrifice Jesus made on the cross of Calvary. 
Scripture makes it clear that our redemption, foretold through the 
sacrificial system dating back to the days of Adam and Eve, was 
made possible by the gift of Jesus’ blood, shed for us. Because it 
happened two millennia ago, our hearts are sometimes less than 
sensitive when we consider this magnificent gift from God, who 
loves us so very much. Yes, Jesus did bleed for us, and His gift 
has opened up eternity for all of us. May that reminder soften and 
change our hearts today. 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT. . . CARLI 
TORRES 

Carli Torres teaches 3rd Grade at Hinsdale Adventist Academy, 
and she just finished her Master’s Degree in Education Leadership 
from Concordia University. Congratulations, Carli!
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NEWS

New Pastor: I want to announce that Elder Jonathan Burnett has accepted 
the call to come and be the senior pastor of the North Shore SDA church. He 
and his wife, Jody, and their two children will be arriving in late August/early 
September. He and his family join us from the South England Conference, 
where he has been serving as the pastor of the Oxford/Aylesbury District.

New Teacher: I want to welcome Taryn Goulard to the Illinois Conference education team. Taryn 
is the new Kindergarten teacher at Hinsdale Adventist Academy. She comes to us from Virgil Hauslet 
Memorial Adventist School, in Santa Cruz, California, where she has been serving as the K-8 Music 
teacher and Kindergarten teacher.

New Teacher: Patrice Smith is the new 4th grade teacher at Hinsdale Adventist Academy. Patrice is 
coming to us from Atholton Adventist school in Maryland. Patrice’s elementary school experience will 
be a blessing and a great addition to the team. 

EVENTS

I have been away, taking a few days of vacation. I will be back tomorrow and am looking forward to 
our pastors’ meetings at Camp Akita from next Sunday to Wednesday (July 23-26). Wednesday evening, 
Illinois Conference Family Camp Meeting begins and runs through Sabbath evening (July 26-29). I 
hope to see some of you there!

Evangelism: The Chicago Fil-Am church will be holding an evangelistic series from August 14-19. I 
have the privilege of being the speaker for this series. I have titled the Series, “Living an Ever-Ready 
Life” (being prepared for the Second Coming of Jesus). Please join me in praying that God will bring to 
the series those who are wanting to know Him!

RESOURCES AND IDEAS

Keeper of My Heart: A Steward’s Walk of Faith--An Interactive Tool for Teaching Faithful 
Stewardship will help participants discover that stewardship is our vocation. The counsel and personal 
stories illustrate various ways different people have learned stewardship principles and how they 
developed faith in God’s care as a result. Participants will experience a deeper relationship with God as 
they learn how to live out the timeless principles of practicing faithful stewardship. Check out a preview 
at https://vimeo.com/219878629

Free Download! Mark Finley addresses the age-old question: How can there be so much evil in the 
world and God still be good? CLICK HERE to get your free copy of “Good God! Bad World! Why?” 
This is an excellent resource to share as well.

“It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each day in
contemplation of the life of Christ. We should take it point by point,
and let the imagination grasp each scene, especially the closing ones. 

As we thus dwell upon His great sacrifice for us,
our confidence in Him will be more constant, our love will be quickened, 

and we shall be more deeply imbued with His spirit.
If we would be saved at last, we must learn the lesson of penitence and humiliation 

at the foot of the cross.”
 

                           - Ellen G. White (Thoughts from Desire of Ages p. 83)

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president

http://www.hopetv.org/goodgod/


NEWS

New Pastor: I want to announce that Elder Jonathan Burnett has accepted 
the call to come and be the senior pastor of the North Shore SDA church. He 
and his wife, Jody, and their two children will be arriving in late August/early 
September. He and his family join us from the South England Conference, 
where he has been serving as the pastor of the Oxford/Aylesbury District.

New Teacher: I want to welcome Taryn Goulard to the Illinois Conference education team. Taryn 
is the new Kindergarten teacher at Hinsdale Adventist Academy. She comes to us from Virgil Hauslet 
Memorial Adventist School, in Santa Cruz, California, where she has been serving as the K-8 Music 
teacher and Kindergarten teacher.

New Teacher: Patrice Smith is the new 4th grade teacher at Hinsdale Adventist Academy. Patrice is 
coming to us from Atholton Adventist school in Maryland. Patrice’s elementary school experience will 
be a blessing and a great addition to the team. 

EVENTS

I have been away, taking a few days of vacation. I will be back tomorrow and am looking forward to 
our pastors’ meetings at Camp Akita from next Sunday to Wednesday (July 23-26). Wednesday evening, 
Illinois Conference Family Camp Meeting begins and runs through Sabbath evening (July 26-29). I 
hope to see some of you there!

Evangelism: The Chicago Fil-Am church will be holding an evangelistic series from August 14-19. I 
have the privilege of being the speaker for this series. I have titled the Series, “Living an Ever-Ready 
Life” (being prepared for the Second Coming of Jesus). Please join me in praying that God will bring to 
the series those who are wanting to know Him!

RESOURCES AND IDEAS

Keeper of My Heart: A Steward’s Walk of Faith--An Interactive Tool for Teaching Faithful 
Stewardship will help participants discover that stewardship is our vocation. The counsel and personal 
stories illustrate various ways different people have learned stewardship principles and how they 
developed faith in God’s care as a result. Participants will experience a deeper relationship with God as 
they learn how to live out the timeless principles of practicing faithful stewardship. Check out a preview 
at https://vimeo.com/219878629

Free Download! Mark Finley addresses the age-old question: How can there be so much evil in the 
world and God still be good? CLICK HERE to get your free copy of “Good God! Bad World! Why?” 
This is an excellent resource to share as well.

“It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each day in
contemplation of the life of Christ. We should take it point by point,
and let the imagination grasp each scene, especially the closing ones. 

As we thus dwell upon His great sacrifice for us,
our confidence in Him will be more constant, our love will be quickened, 

and we shall be more deeply imbued with His spirit.
If we would be saved at last, we must learn the lesson of penitence and humiliation 

at the foot of the cross.”
 

                           - Ellen G. White (Thoughts from Desire of Ages p. 83)

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


