
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD
Ephesians 1:7 says, “In Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace.”

One definition of forgiveness is the removal of the sin 
barrier between God and man. This removal of sins means 

neither sin’s guilt or penalty is ever again borne by the person 
who is ‘in Christ’. Sin can never again condemn us, or cut us off 
from God. Why? Because Christ bore both the guilt and penalty 
of sin.

Paul expands his description of forgiveness with the words 
‘in accordance with the riches of God’s grace’: that is, the 
forgiveness we possess through the blood of Christ is as limitless 
and comprehensive as the grace of God.

As well as describing the size and endurance of our forgiveness 
this ‘in accordance with the riches of God’s grace’ refers to the 
means of our salvation: it is not generated by us, it is generated 
by God’s grace. It is in his hands, not ours. Forgiveness is not 
something we have gained by our own efforts; nor is it something 
we have to maintain by our own efforts. It is ours by sheer grace – 
unmerited, unearned, free, secure.

I am so thankful for a loving God who provided a way for us to be 
with Him one day soon.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . .STEVE MARTIN
Steve Martin has been the music teacher at North Shore Adventist Academy for 34 years.
Steve has received the Zapara Excellence in Teaching Award, has been selected to be on the National 
Honor Roll of Outstanding American Teachers, and Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, and just 
recently was nominated for Music & Arts Educator of the Year, and the Grammy Music Educator 
Award. Way to go, Steve! Praise the Lord for the many gifts he has given you, and the blessing you are 
to the Illinois Conference!

NEWS ITEMS

1. New Pastor: I want to welcome Elder Glenn Aguirre and his wife, 
Selena, and their three children to the Illinois Conference pastoral team. 
Pastor Glenn has accepted the invitation to be the new senior pastor of 
the Hinsdale Fil-Am church. He and his family join us from the Florida 
Conference, where he has been serving as the pastor of the Newport 
Ritchie SDA church. 

Teacher transfers: Marjaine Drayson has transferred from teaching 4th grade at Hinsdale Adventist 
Academy to become the 5th-8th grade teaching principal at North Aurora Adventist Elementary. 

Teresa Smith has transferred from being the 5th–8th grade teaching principal at North Aurora Adventist 
Elementary school to become the teaching principal at Alpine Christian School in Rockford. 

Andrews University: On July 6, 2017, President Andrea Luxton announced that Michael Nixon has 
accepted the invitation to serve as Andrews University’s first Vice President for Diversity & Inclusion. 
He will begin in this position on August 1, 2017. You can read more by clicking on this link: https://
www.andrews.edu/agenda/46301/
 
Lake Union Conference: This past Monday, Elder Don Livesay, current Lake Union Conference 
President, announced he is retiring effective October 1, 2017. I want to thank Elder Livesay and his 
wife, Barbara, for the wonderful leadership they have provided over their many years of service, and 
wish them God’s richest blessings as they transition into a new era of life.

Camp Akita Summer Camp Update: During the first two weeks of summer camp, there have been 
forty-eight decisions for baptism, and several more for bible studies. This past week was Tween Camp, 
let’s pray God will continue bless and lead. Thank you, Michael Campos (Illinois Conference Youth 
Director, and all Camp Staff)!

EVENTS

FAMILY CAMP MEETING 2017 is just around the corner. I am looking forward to seeing many of 
you there. If you still have interest in joining us, the dates are July 26 – 29, at Camp Akita.  It will begin 



on Wednesday evening.  Come check out the new zip line and a 9-hole Frisbee golf course, as well as 
horseback riding, canoeing, swimming, tubing and hiking. If you can’t join us during the week, I invite 
you to join us on Sabbath. Elder Maurice Valentine, our Lake Union Executive Secretary, will speak 
about Jesus in the context of the Three Angel’s Messages.

Save the date! November 3, 4, 2017. Conference-wide Elders Training! One of the areas we are 
looking to develop is our leadership training events for local church leaders. There will be a greater 
emphasis on this in 2018. The power of multiplication will help us accomplish God’s mission here in 
Illinois to “Go and Make Disciples…”

RESOURCES AND IDEAS

Looking for a resource on marriage and the family? You might be interested in the 5th Annual 
Adventist Conference on Family Research and Practice, “The Good News about Marriage,” held from 
July 20-22, 2017 on the campus of Andrews University, in Berrien Springs, MI.  For more information 
visit: https://www.andrews.edu/sem/reled/acfrp_conference/

ACS Leadership Training Certification Program is being conducted September 22-24, Friday-Sunday, 
at Camp AuSable in Michigan. To Register Contact: Diana Bruch, Lake Union ACS Dir.
(517) 316-1567 office, (517) 331-2242 mobile. Cost - $50 - $70 
i

“Of all professed Christians, Seventh-day Adventists should be foremost in 
uplifting CHRIST before the world.” 

                           - Ellen G. White (Thoughts from Gospel Workers p. 156)

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


